
ChriSTmaS Parade
Mainstreet Whanganui

Sat 12th Dec, 2pm

 WHANGANUI TOWN CENTRE
Followed by a free family concert at Majestic Square

Take part in Whanganui's largest annual community event. 
Around 40% of Whanganui households attend the parade. 

It brings the whole community together in a positive and inclusive setting and is 
a fantastic way to showcase your organisation’s talent and diversity whilst 

participating in a fun afternoon out for entertainers and audience alike.



Here is a document outlining the guidelines and criteria for floats to consider before 
completing the participation form.

These guidelines and criteria have been set to ensure a safe parade for participants 
and spectators as well as an impressive spectacle the whole town can enjoy.

 
If you have any questions about any of the information contained in this document 

please don't hesitate to call us on 348 0157.

1. A truck:  Truck floats must have an enclosed back with railing or a safety barrier 
if you intend to have people standing or dancing on the back. No articulated trucks will 
be allowed. Think about how you can dress your truck to fit in with a theme you have 
selected, what can attach to it to make it look less like a truck and more like a float? Can 
you enclose the cab of the truck to disguise it?

2. Open topped cars:  All passengers in a car must comply with current road safety 
laws, all passengers must be wearing seat belts. All passengers should be dressed ac-
cording to your theme. Think about what dressing you can add to your car to help it fit 
with your theme. 

3.	 Trailer	or	Purpose	built	floats:  A dressed trailer or self powered and purpose 
built float must be safe to travel on; children should be seated or enclosed. They should 
be towed by an appropriately powered vehicle. Think about how the vehicle towing your 
trailer can also be incorporated into your theme.

4.	 Walking	floats:	 Individuals in walking floats must be aged over 12 years unless 
accompanied by an adult. Your float should be choreographed to entertain the crowd. 
Imagine the parade is halted for a moment what can your group do to entertain the 
crowd while the parade isn't moving? Consider having a safety vehicle at the head of 
your walking float, this will help set the pace for the group and ensure you don't get too 
close to the floats in front.

Whanganui 
CHRISTMAS PARADE

ENTRY CRITERIA

FLOAT TYPES FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

This event will operate under Covid 19 restrictions and guidelines according to the 
Director General of the Ministry of Health.



COST:
A $20 entry fee is charged for each float. This fee is non-refundable.

 

CANCELLATION:
If the weather on Saturday 12 December is too adverse the Parade will be 

cancelled. Adverse weather would be described as torrential rain and or high winds 
that would compromise safety. A decision on whether or not the parade will go ahead 
will be made at 10am on the day by the parade organisers. 

If you are in doubt please contact Mainstreet after 10am on 027 304 2126 or visit 
Mainstreet Wanganui’s facebook page for a  cancellation notice.

FLOAT AWARDS:
Enter a float and you could be rewarded! In order to encourage creativity and 

ingenuity in float entries Mainstreet will once again be awarding the best floats.
This year there will be three categories:

 Best vehicle float  $200.00 
 Best walking float  $200.00
 Best costumes  $200.00

That means you could win for your organisation/school or a charity of your choice so 
get your thinking caps on and get creative!

You will be contacted to confirm that we have received your participation form and 
entry fee. You will receive parade information no later than 4 December from Mainstreet 
confirming all relevant logistical information for the event.

Thank you in advance for your efforts to make Whanganui's Christmas Parade a 
spectacular event and we look forward to a great day on Saturday 12th December.

WHAT HAPPENS NOW?
Complete the participation form attached and return it to Mainstreet 

along with your $20 entry fee no later than Monday 25th November.

Mainstreet Whanganui 
PO Box 373 
Whanganui
Our office is located at 36 Ridgway Street. Phone 348 0157.
Email geoff@mainstreetwhanganui.co.nz       

q	 Make cheques payable to Mainstreet Whanganui Inc

q Pay by cash 

q Deposit $20 into our account  ANZ 01-0790-0159816-00

ENTRY CRITERIA:



All floats must meet the following standards for both aesthetic and health and                 
safety reasons and abide by the following rules:

1. Your float must have some form of music, be it live or pre-recorded.

2. If applicable the sound system on your float must be of a quality that the music  
 can be heard by the audience.

3. Your float presentation must be of a high standard and meet all the safety criteria
  outlined in this document. If your float does not meet minimum safety    
 requirements your float will be denied entry into the parade.

4. Your float must be strongly Christmas themed that is communicated to the   
 audience via dressing and construction, costume and music. 
 A corporate logo draping of sporadic tinsel or a team t-shirt will not be considered  
 a theme and may not be able to participate.

5. Your float must not have a Santa on board. The Santa Float will be produced by  
 the parade organisers.

6. No objects can be thrown/distributed from moving vehicles eg lollies/promotional  
 material during the Christmas parade. These items can be distributed by   
 members of your organisation who are walking along side your float 

7. You must not encourage spectators to approach your float as it travels down the  
 street.

8. All walking float participants should be over 12 years of age, if they are not they  
 should be accompanied by an adult at all times.

9. Your float must have a driver with a current full drivers licence.

10. Your float vehicle must have a current warrant of fitness and registration.

11. Your group must provide two safety wardens for your float with at least high  
 visibility day vests.  One to walk in-front of your float and one to walk behind. The  
 wardens' job is to maintain a safe 'walking' speed for the floats and to keep an  
 eye on all your float participants to ensure no-one is acting unsafely.

12. Float participants must obey the rules set out in the Traffic Management Plan  
 (TMP) for the event approved by Whanganui District Council. Copies of the TMP  
 will be provided prior to and on the day of the parade. 

FLOAT RULES



Whanganui Christmas Parade 

Selected theme and description of Float or Performance: (e.g: Theme multicultural, a truck 
decorated	with	flags	and	banners	and	a	castle	with	10	people	dressed	in	national	costumes	
waving	national	flags.)

Name of Organisation:

Contact Person completing form:

Phone Number: 

Postal Address: 

Email Address: 

We will be able to participate on Parade Day Saturday 12th December    YES / NO
We include an entry fee cheque made payable to Mainstreet Whanganui    YES / NO

YES I have read and accept the Criteria & Rules and accept that if
our	float	does	not	meet	these	criteria	and	if	we	do	not	abide	by	float
rules	we	may	be	refused	entry	into	the	parade	on	Saturday	December	14th.

We understand that the costs relating to our entry or damage occurred to our float in the parade 
is ours and not the organisers of the Whanganui Christmas Parade, and that the organisers take 
no responsibility for damage, injury or death by persons entered in the Parade or of spectators 
injured by entrants.  We will do everything within reason to keep our performers safe while they are 
in the parade and we will comply with all instructions given by the Whanganui Christmas Parade 
staff or Police Officers on the day.

Signed: 
Name:
Position: 

Please return this form with your $20 entry fee to:
Whanganui Christmas Parade C/-Mainstreet Whanganui

36	Ridgway	Street,	PO	Box	373,	WHANGANUI
Phone: (06) 348 0157      Fax: (06) 348 0159

ENTRY FORM
Saturday 12th December 2020, 2pm

FIRST NAME     LAST NAME

DAY TIME     HOME    CELL

q
PLEASE TICK

q PLEASE TICK


